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Grew up in a town that is famous as a place of movie scenes 

Noise is always loud, there are sirens all around and the streets are mean 

If I can make it here, I can make it anywhere, that's what they say 

Seeing my face in lights or my name on marquees found down on Broadway 

CHORUS: Even if it ain't all it seems, I got a pocket full of dreams 

Baby, I'm from New York 

Concrete jungle where dreams are made of 

There's nothing you can't do 

Now you're in New York 

These streets will make you feel brand new 

Big lights will inspire you 

Hear it from New York, New York, New York! 

On the avenue, there ain't never a curfew, ladies work so hard 

Such a melting pot, on the corner selling rock, preachers pray to God 

Hail a gypsy-cab, takes me down from Harlem to the Brooklyn Bridge 

Some will sleep tonight with a hunger far more than an empty fridge 

CHORUS 

One hand in the air for the big city, 

Street lights, big dreams all looking pretty 

No place in the world that can compare 

Put your lighters in the air, everybody say yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah 

In New York 

Concrete jungle where dreams are made of 

There's nothing you can't do 

Now you're in New York 

These streets will make you feel brand new 

Big lights will inspire you 

Hear it from New York! 
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Compréhension globale 

1. Type of text?  □ novel  song  □ play 

Justify your answer:  The document is divided into paragraphs (verses + chorus) 

 

2. Underline the proper nouns. Common points ?  They are related to New York 

Can you guess on the map  which place is     ? BROADWAY 

       and    ?   BROOKLYN BRIDGE 

   
Complète le résumé suivant en t’aidant de tes connaissances.  

 

New York City is one of the most influential cities in the world. With its 8million inhabitants, it is located in the 

North East of the United States. 

It has been called the “Big Apple” since the 1920’s in reference to the quality of its culture and shows (One old 

saying is “There are many apples in the tree, but only one Big Apple”). 

Its famous places such as the Empire State Building, Central Park or the Statue of Liberty attract millions of 

tourists every year.   

Look at map  and answer the following questions: 

a) How many boroughs (=quartiers) are there in New York City? 5 (five) 

These are  BRONX  MANHATTAN  BROOKLYN  STATEN ISLAND QUEENS 

b) How many airports are there? 3 (three):  KENNEDY LA GUARDIA NEWARK 

MAP  

 

MAP  
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Compréhension Détaillée 

 

1. Relève tous les mots transparents du texte qui t’aideront à le comprendre. Attention, un faux 

ami s’est glissé dans le texte. Sauras-tu le reconnaître à l’aide du dictionnaire ? 

 

 

 

 

2. Fais correspondre les mots suivants à leur image: 

 

           

      gipsy-cab       lighter    street light    concrete 

 

3. Relève les mots en couleur et classe-les. A quel champ lexical appartiennent-ils? 

 

Champ lexical DU BRUIT Champ lexical DE LA VIOLENCE URBAINE 

LOUD 

SIRENS 

MEAN 

CONCRETE JUNGLE 

CURFEW 

 

4. Retrouve les expressions suivantes dans le texte : 

« Tout neuf » :  Brand new 

« J’ai une poche remplie de rêves » :  I got a pocket full of dreams 

« S j’y arrive ici, j’y arriverai n’importe où… » : If I ca make it here, I can make it anywhere… 

5. L’auteur aime cette ville. Malgré la violence sonore et urbaine qui peut y règner,  c’est, selon lui, une ville 

unique (« No place in the world that can compare ») où tous les rêves sont permis (« big lights will inspire 

you…big dreams all looking pretty »).   

Transparent words 

famous, scenes, place, sirens, marquees, jungle, inspire, 

avenue, melting pot, rock, preachers, air, compare   

-“concrete” ne signifie pas “concret” dans ce contexte. 
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